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My topic will deal with Italian Fascism from the view points of gender (especially, men & masculinities) studies, sometimes comparing to Japanese totalitarian regime of the same period. 

 As George Mosse (1996) expresses, “the First World War united nationalism and masculinity in a way which was stronger than ever before”. The Fascist movement, product of the social chaos brought about by World War I, worked as a way of compensating the sentiments of dissatisfaction of the soldiers returning home from the war, through the emphasis on masculinity, which had combined with nationalism. 

In fact, after seizing power, Mussolini promoted Fascism with the following: “Fascism as the reinstitution of masculinity as an opposition to the dregs of the old, democratic, liberal Italy” (from Mussolini’s notification in 1926). The Fascist movement, as well as the process of their seizure of power, is precisely what one could call a Masculine (Counter)Revolution (Ito 1984). 

The emphasis on masculinity is continual during the regime period. In Italy, the philosophy of the “new men” was born, based on Nietzche’s a great influence on early 20th century Italian intellectuals . Idea of the “superuomo”, which was actually made from a misinterpretation of Nietzche’s idea. 

Lastly, I would like to touch upon the problem of male homosexuality within Fascism . The Masculine Revolution that is the Fascist movement, by showing the principle of male supremacy in the glorification of war and violence, authoritarianism, power principles, as well as the social organization brought about by thoroughly divided gender roles, was creating a male-only world where women are excluded and moreover, was harbouring a trend towards homosocial or homoerotic, as well as homosexual relations between men. But then there was an oppression against homosexuals. In other words, while “normal” masculinity . that is, the glorification of homosocial or homoerotic relations between males . was being promoted, the oppression of homosexuality as a “heresy” of masculinity was being pushed forward along with the policies on race discrimination under the totalaitalian regimes. 
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