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 Now, in Europe and also in Japan, genderation is the most important issue to realize the well being of each nation. Unless we pursue gender equality, it is supposed that even the problem of low birth ratio would not be solved in Italy and Japan. Since the 1960’s, the tide of women’s liberation turned against sexual discrimination. Development of technology prolonged and changed women’s life course and raised their consciousness. 

 Sexual discrimination is due to the idea that men are superior to women. However, as we examine Japanese history, we find women in various fields especially during the Heian Period, in the capital city of Kyoto. For example, in 1008, a popular romance novel about the aristocracy was authored by Lady Murasaki. Her novel, The Tale of Genji, is still read and loved today. 

In 1603, a female actress, Okuni of Izumono created a new form of plays known as Kabuki. She played the role of a young man while her male partner played the female role. In Kyoto, people were flexible about gender roles, so they spoke highly of Okuni’s performance. I would like to examine what is the true tradition in Japanese culture through the historical facts expressed in the figures and the landscape of Kyoto in the early17C. 

Also, I would like to show the recently restored costumes of Momoyama era which are so colorful, luxurious and free from the fixed concept of gender. 

However during the Tokugawa Shogunate the government prohibited women from the performing arts on stage and inhibited men and women from using luxurious clothes. Since the Edo era, warrior dominant government reigned all over Japan by the strong class system, and the prejudice against women was fixed under the influence of Confusianism. 

　 So we have to recognize what is the true tradition in Japanese culture. We would like to remember that women’s creativity were highly estimated in the peaceful society, and suppressed in the warrior dominant society.
