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 Kobe College is one of the most famous women's universities in Japan and has a history of 130 years with a well-known reputation. Its many graduates are active in various fields. Recently some women's colleges tend to accept male students; therefore, the institutions change their names to "universities". They had to admit boys to survive the difficult situation caused by the declining birth rate. In these last five years, twelve women's universities (that is about 10 percent of all the Japanese universities), became coeducational universities. Against that tendency, Kobe College is trying to maintain its position as a Women's University, giving specific lessons as, for example, post-graduate professional interpreter courses and seminars opend to a small number of students. 

What is the merit of women's universities? In general, it is said that female students can study composedly and independently in classes where there are no boy students. In the campus life of women's universities, the gender stereotype "Men dominate and work mainly and women support them" does not exist. Students of women's universities can think about themselves and their own life-course by studying "Women's Studies". 

From my experience of five years of working with them it seems that their femininity is respected and they keep their characteristic affect that Japanese women historically have. Now that any Japanese, including women, can chose university freely, women's universities have to take an active part in the Japanese educational system. In fact women can study practical science while keeping "feminine culture". In Japanese history, women had their own culture, which was admired by men and the system of coeducation does not always achieve the gender-equal education. 

Referring to the result of questionnaires of students of Kobe College, I will consider the role of women's university in Japan from now on.
